History of ENCLISH - OE morphology: pronouns 1

Personal Pronouns

The first and second persons in Old English were inflected for three numbers (singular/dual/plural), and
four cases, but not for gender; this was a category only of the third-person singular. Plural was the same
for all genders. The basic Old English system was: (pay attention to the forms which survived to PdE)

1% person 2" person 3" person
Sg. dual pr. Sg. dual pr. Sg pl
masc. neuter fem. all genders
N ic wit weé pi git gé he hit héo/hio hie/héo
G min uncer | ure pin incer| éower | his his hire hira/heora
D mé unc us pe inc eow him  him hire him
A mé unc s be inc éow hine  hit hie hie/héo

Demonstrative pronouns

= ‘the, that’

masc neut fem PL
N se baet séo/sio ba
G pas pas b&re/pare b&ra/para
D bZEm/pbam bZEm/pbam b&re/pare bZEm/pbam
A bone bat ba ba
Ins. by, bon, pé by, bon, pé

= ‘this’

N bes bis pbéos bas
G bisses bisses pisse/pisre pissa/pisra
D pissum pissum pisse pissum
A pisne bis pas pas



